


Vanpools were 
underinsured.

Prior to 2007 only one 
insurance company 
provided vanpool coverage 
in the country

Why Advantage?



Provides limited 
liability insurance 
for private vanpools 
registered in the 
Commonwealth of 
Virginia

Excellent coverage 
includes $1 million of 
limited liability 
protection, physical 
damage, roadside 
assistance, and more

Costs are kept as 
low as possible to 
promote and 
maintain vanpooling 
in our region and 
state



Eligibility Rules:

a) Vanpools must travel through or have an origin or destination in the Northern Virginia
region as defined in the attached map.

b) Vanpools must begin service with at least a 50% vehicle occupancy rate, e.g. a 7-passenger van will qualify to 
start with a minimum of 4-passengers including the driver.

c) Available vanpool seats must be advertised and open to the public.

d) Vanpools must have a certificate of insurance on file with The Program.

e) Vanpool vehicles must be maintained in good working order and be no more than 10 years old with a mileage of 
300,000 miles. The program reserves the right to not approve/
terminate program participation due to failure to maintain vehicles to safe standards as
determined by program staff.

f) Vanpool agreement holder must agree to all Program terms and conditions, including
reporting monthly and periodic operating data and costs to the program as requested.

g) Vanpool must be covered by a comprehensive insurance policy with no less than $1,000,000 in coverage.

Over 50% of companies enrolled 
in Vanpool Alliance have 

coverage through the 
AdVANtage Vanpool Self-

Insurance Program



All vans must be 
licensed and plated 
in Virginia

Potential members must enroll online and be 
accepted into the program

All vanpools must be 
registered with a State 
recognized TDM agency



Once membership is 
granted, members can log 
onto the program with 
their own username and 
password that they set.

Advantage business can be conducted 
solely through the website application 
Once vanpools are activated. 

Additionally, we have 
knowledgeable staff well versed 
in vanpooling ready to assist



73 Vanpool Companies 
utilize AdVANtage

By the Numbers

334 Vanpools carry 
AdVANtage cards in the 
glovebox

8 TDM Agencies are 
represented

225 Vanpools with 
AdVANtage coverage 
belong to GWRideConnect



Provides a lower stress option for commuting
Saves the commuter time/money via HOT lanes
Saves on average $3,000/year in maintenance,

repair and fuel
Commuting time can become productive through 

billable hours, sleep, kinship work, or continuing 
education.

Personal Benefits



Keeps vanpools on the road
Reduce traffic congestion
Carbon footprint reduction
Helps the region meet air quality goals
Reporting and tracking through National Transit

Database
Brings money back into the region

How AdVANtage Helps Our Region



www.AdVantagepool.org
• Operated by GWRideConnect / Claims by the Division

of Risk Management

• Contact:  Diana Utz, Director GWRideConnect /
utz@gwregion.org or 540-373-POOL
Leigh Anderson, TDM Planner  - anderson@gwregion.org



Leigh Anderson 

TDM Planner for GWRideConnect 

anderson@gwregion.org  

 

Leigh Anderson has been employed by GWRC since March of 2010.  She first managed the Stafford 

location of the Telework Centers then transitioned into Transportation Demand Planning (TDM) in 2011.   

Leigh assisted with the conversion of the administration for the AdVANtage Vanpool Self‐Insurance 

Program to GWRideConnect and currently helps in the day‐to‐day operations.  She developed and 

currently administers the database used by GWRideConnect for ridematching.  She also maintains the 

GWRideConnect website and assists commuters daily.   

Anderson holds a Bachelor’s degree from Fort Hays State University and an Associate of Science degree 

from Barton Community College.  She has also completed a certificate for Website Development and a 

Sociology certificate in Life Stages and Transitions through Fort Hays State University.  Leigh is a licensed 

Ham radio operator and a Notary Public for the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Leigh volunteers every year to assist with the Marine Corp Historic Half Marathon and the YMCA Turkey 

Trot.  She enjoys spending her spare time with her dog named Odin, Cricket the cat, and her flock of 

quail. 

Leigh’s proudest moment as a TDM Planner was once utilizing five different types of non‐Single 

Occupancy Vehicle transportation modes to arrive at a transportation conference. 

 




